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Some people interpret this pasuk, "You will go mad from the sight of your eyes," about
Klal Yisrael, that you shall become enamoured with everything you see. This is the
desire to imitate everything that they see in the nations of the world, without checking
first whether it is something that is appropriate for Am Yisrael. We forget our unique-
ness and our destiny. However, it says about Am Yisrael that they are "A nation that
will dwell in solitude and not be reckoned among the nations." (Bamidbar 23:9) The
Netziv writes that Am Yisrael's uniqueness lies in its solitude: "It is a nation that will
dwell in solitude." However, if we betray ourselves and aspire to become like the rest
of the world then they won't take us into consideration and expel us from among them,
despite our attempts to integrate with them. Am Yisrael will then "not be reckoned
among the nations" — in their eyes we are not even reckoned as human.

Shabbat Shalom
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Find two explanations for the pasuk: "You are |
blessed at your arrival and... at your depgarfure”
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A woman approached a marriage councillor and complained: “My husband never tells
me that he loves me” - the councillor turned to the husband and he answered “35 years ago |
told her that I love her, and | promise that if anything should change | will let her know”.
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Itis clear to all of us that words are not enough and usually the action is the most im-
portant part. Therefore, even though one clearly “sacrifices” the first produce of the field to
Hashem, thus giving up that which is most dear, nonetheless, the Torah insists that one
speak as well.

When one gives a small present with a note carrying a few words, the note becomes the
main thing, as it carries the emotion and intention (the opposite is also true).

From the Parsha we can definitely learn the importance of the action, but we can also
learn from the response that accompanies it. There is no doubt that we sometimes get em-
broiled with doing the physical action but forget to accompany it with the right words.

This Shabbat our son Elisha Moshe comes under the yoke of Mitzvot. We, the family,
should know not only to do the right thing, but also to thank Hashem for all the goodness
that He has bestowed and continues to bestow upon us.

We wish the entire Kehilla a Shana Tova and thank you for the constant help. May we
merit to repay your kindness at your Simchas. Guy and Michal Bouwman
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Com munity ;\l nouncements
Mazal tov to the Bouwman Family in the occasion of Elisha’s
Bar Mitzva.
The entire community is invited to a Kiddush sponsored by the
Bouwman'’s in honor of the Bar Mitzva.
The Shabbat afternoon women’s shiur will be given by
Miriam Schwartz at the Illoz home Ein Gedi 41/7 at 4:45 pm.
Rav Menachem Leibtag will be giving a shiur on Tuesday
morning 9:15-10:30am at the Green home 20/10 Yerushalayim.
Cost 25 NIS.
On Motsei Shabbat 9:15-10:00 pm va’ad members will be in
the shul to receive membership fees and arrange seating for
Yamim Noraim.
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R Next Shabbat Shira Smiles will be giving a shiur in the area.
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